
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

JOHN CALVIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  12567 Natural Bridge Road | Bridgeton, Missouri 63044 

johncalvinchurch@juno.com | 314-739-3066 | www.jcpchurch.org 
Rev. Dr. John R. Shear, Pastor  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

November 19, 2017   10:30am 
You are always welcome at our worship services. May God bless you 
today and strengthen you to meet the challenges of the week ahead. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
COUNTDOWN 
 

PRAISE SONG   All My Praise 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
 

CHILDREN'S SERMON   Mr. K.  
 
COMMUNITY SHARING   
 
PRAISE SONGS    How Great Thou Art 
                             Prayer request cards will be collected during the 1st praise song.   

 

Jesus, Friend of Sinners 
Please stand for the 2nd praise song. 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

 
 

And even the very hairs of your head  
are all numbered. So don’t be afraid;  

you are worth more than many sparrows. 
 

 
 

 We are delighted you 
decided to worship with 
us.  We hope this is only 
the first of many worship 
experiences together.  
Whether or not this is 
possible, today this is your 
church, the family of God 
for you as well as for us.  
Help us to make you feel 
at home by joining us 
after worship for coffee 
and fellowship. 

 

 You will find in pew racks, 
blue prayer cards.  These 
cards should be 
completed before 
worship if you have a 
special prayer request.  If 
you would like a card sent 
to the person named on 
the card, please use the 
back to include a full 
name and address.  

 

 Restrooms are located at 
the beginning of the East-
West Hallway in the 
Educational Section of the 
church. 

 

 If you would like to 
receive the current JCPC 
news, email us. We will 
add your name to our 
email address list so that 
you receive our 
newsletter.  

 
 
 

 

 

UPDATE AND BRIEF 
INTRODUCTION 

Pastor John wants you all to know that he 
is feeling well and seeing his doctors 
regularly to keep a close eye on the 
healing in his foot. He has received good 
reports on his labs, which is encouraging 
and an indication that he is on the mend.  
 
In order to have every opportunity to 
completely recover from his recent 
hospitalization, Pastor John has made the 
decision to temporarily slow down on his 
church work. He will be away from our 
church the remainder of this month, 
continuing through the middle of January.  
 

Pastor John has arranged for The Reverend 
Janet Riley to preach here at our church 
through the middle of January and she will 
also provide pastoral care.  
 
Here’s a brief introduction to Pastor Riley:   
 

The Reverend Janet Riley is a graduate of 
San Francisco Theological Seminary and 
also has a Masters in Christian Education 
from Scarritt Graduate School in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  She has served in a variety of 
church settings beginning as co-pastor of 
three hispanic churches in northern New 
Mexico.  Most recently, Janet has served 
as interim associate pastor at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Edwardsville, 
Illinois.   
 

Some of her greatest life teachers have 
been her triplet sons who are now 23 
years old.  Janet lives in Wood River, 
Illinois and has three quirky cats who 
especially like to pounce on the laptop 
keyboard at sermon writing time.  

 

    



ANTHEM    I Will Give Thanks                                         J. Martin 
  
HEBREW SCRIPTURES    Genesis 21: 8-21  
8 The child grew and was weaned, and on the day Isaac was weaned 

Abraham held a great feast. 9 But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar 

the Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 10 and she said to 

Abraham, “Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son 

will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.” 

 
11 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it concerned his son. 
12 But God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and your 

slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through 

Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will make the son of the 

slave into a nation also, because he is your offspring.” 
 
14 Early the next morning Abraham took some food and a skin of water 

and gave them to Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then sent her 

off with the boy. She went on her way and wandered in the Desert of 

Beersheba. 

 
15 When the water in the skin was gone, she put the boy under one of the 

bushes. 16 Then she went off and sat down about a bowshot away, for she 

thought, “I cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, she began to 

sob. 

 
17 God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from 

heaven and said to her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; 

God has heard the boy crying as he lies there. 18 Lift the boy up and take 

him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 
 
19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. So she went 

and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 
 
20 God was with the boy as he grew up. He lived in the desert and became 

an archer. 21 While he was living in the Desert of Paran, his mother got a 

wife for him from Egypt. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING  Matthew 10: 24-39    
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 
25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like 

their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how 

much more the members of his household! 
 
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not 

be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in 

the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 

from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 

kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 

body in hell. 

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 

the ground outside your Father’s care.30 And even the very hairs of your 

head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 

many sparrows. 
 

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I 

will disown before my Father in heaven. 

 
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn “‘a man 

against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law— 36     a man’s enemies will be the members of 

his own household.’ 

 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy 

of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not 

worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is 

not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever 

loses their life for my sake will find it. 
 
 

SERMON   Fear Not!  
                 Rev. Janet Riley 
                 Temporary Supply Pastor    
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  
 

UNISON BLESSING FOR THE OFFERING  
Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come to you as we are.  

We are tired from trying to do more than we can manage.  We are 
anxious about problems which go unresolved.  We are worried about 
events beyond our control.  We do not easily let go.  For mistakes we 
cannot redeem, for tasks left undone, for uncertain goals, we need 
your forgiveness and ask for your understanding.  For recovery of 
strength and enthusiasm, we pray for your Spirit. For fullness of life, 
generous hearts, and contented souls, we pray to be followers of 

Christ Jesus.  In your mercy, restore us and lead us.  Amen.  
 

OFFERTORY    
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

*CLOSING SONG  His Eye Is on the Sparrow  
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CLI # 2950750 

*For those who are comfortably able, please stand.     BOLD signifies unison participation 



                                                     
Having just celebrated Veteran’s Day when we honor our citizens who have 
chosen to live out their commitment to our country by serving in the military, 
many of them sacrificing their lives for our freedom, we look ahead to the day 
of Thanksgiving when we remember our nation’s beginnings.  When those early 
settlers appeared on the shores of what is now Massachusetts, they were 
immigrants to this land ill equipped to face a long, cold winter and in danger of 
starvation.  The indigenous people offered them the gift of a welcome table 
where those who were once strangers could become friends and receive 
hospitality and sustenance.  
 

Each of us are citizens of a country and have certain rights and responsibilities 
because of this.  But before all else, we are citizens of the commonwealth of 
God.  Through the promise of our baptisms, we are engrafted into Christ and 
are now members of his body, the church.  The text I am focusing on today is 
Matthew 10:24-39 where Jesus warns his disciples that he has not come to 
bring peace but a sword and that there will be times in our lives of faith when 
family member will turn against family member.  Even knowing that ultimately, 
our lives are not our own and that we belong to God, there may be times when 
we feel torn because of competing loyalties.  How do we discern the will of God 
in these turbulent times?  How do we move beyond fear to faith in situations 
that challenge our assumptions about God and our call as disciples of Christ?  
These are not questions to be tackled as individuals, but together we can be 
equipped to accomplish God’s purposes for our lives.   

 

I am grateful for this opportunity to be with you as Pastor John continues to 
heal and recuperate from surgery.  I look forward to our Advent journey 
together as we prepare our minds and hearts for the miracle of the Word made 
Flesh coming to dwell among us.  
  
Peace and hope, 

Janet Riley 

Temporary Supply Pastor  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

HANGING OF  
THE GREENS  

 

 
 

 

Please help decorate our church on 
Sunday, November 26 starting at 
4:00pm.  A light meal of salad, 
soup, and dessert will be provided.   
A signup sheet at the Signup Table 
will help us plan the meal.    

 

EUCHARISTEO 
Ann Voskamp, author of the book One Thousand Gifts, embraced the 
concept of eucharisteo, a Greek word that means thanksgiving, after a 
friend challenged her to list 1,000 things for which she was grateful.  
Of the experiment, Voskamp writes: “Living a lifestyle of intentional 
gratitude became an unintentional test in the trustworthiness of God.”  
 

“Can God be counted on?” Voskamp asks. 
“Count your own blessings and find out!” 

 

 

NO SHAVE NOVEMBER 
It’s November and remember that 
Pastor John leads the way in NO 
SHAVE NOVEMBER. Normally 
sporting just a goatee, Pastor John 
stops cutting all of his facial hair for 
the month of November to bring 
attention to men’s health issues. 
What Pastor John is doing, and asks 
all other men to do in the month of 
November, is to either put away 
your razor or at least calculate what 
you saved in not shaving (costs of 
razor, cream, but most importantly 
assignment of an arbitrary number 
based upon the time you save in 
NOT shaving) and at the end of the 
month to turn that money into the 
ACS for research on Men's Health 
Issues.  Last year, Pastor John 
calculated the amount to be about 
$43.00.    
 

Pastor John encourages the men of 
the church to participate by letting 
that facial hair grow.  All men with 
beards will be asked to join in a 
group picture on the last Sunday of 
November, the 26th.  
 

INFORMATION ABOUT MEN’S HEALTH  
ISSUES CAN BE FOUND AT:  

https://no-shave.org 

 

 

GOLDTIMERS 
CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 

11:00am – December 8 
@ Sports Café in Bridgeton 

 

 
Gift Exchange in the  

$15-20 range 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP! 
 

 
 

A Note from  

Pastor Janet 

https://no-shave.org/


OPPORTUNITIES FOR THIS WEEK 
 
 

Sunday, November 19       
  9:00 am Adult Class in Room #106 
  9:30 am        Women’s Movie Discussion Group, War Room   
  JR/SR High Youth Classes 
10:30 am Worship Service, Kid’s Club 
12:00 pm Korean Woori Church   
 
 
 
Monday, November 20 
 7:00 pm  Boy Scouts    
 
 
Tuesday, November 21 
 
 
 
Wednesday, November 22 
 5:00 pm CA in Room #106 
 8:00 pm Korean Woori Church    
 
  
 
Thursday, November  23         Thanksgiving Day  
  8:00 pm AA in Room #106   
 
 
Friday, November 24 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 25 
   7:00 am Weight Watchers in GE Room, also 9:00 am 
 
     
 Sunday, November 26           Christ the King Sunday  
  9:00 am Adult Class in Room #106 
  9:30 am        Women’s Movie Discussion Group, War Room  
10:30 am Worship Service, Kid’s Club 
12:00 pm Korean Woori Church 
  4:00 pm  Hanging of the Greens   

PRAYER LIST 
 

Church Family with Health Issues add Other Needs 
Jackie Crotzer, Ron Black, Jennifer Lipscomb, Mark Baker, Pastor John 
Arlene Walters, June Allen, Dulcie Hardy, Lorene DePauw 
Carl & Juanita Riepl, Doyle Whitten, Charles & Susan Barnum   
 

Church Family in a Care Facility     
Ann McVehil, Iva Lee Beswick, Audrey Trokey   
 
 
 

Relatives and Friends of our Church Family  
Debbie Lamke – A. Ruester’s daughter  
Frank & Joan Gieson – Friends of JCPC 
Nathan Gross – C. Lay’s brother 
Christina – J. Farley’s daughter 
Lelah Cooley – R. Cooley’s mother-in-law 
R. Cooley’s Neighbor  
Don, Christine, Janet Quick – C. Lay’s cousins  
Brian Barnum – Barnum’s nephew  
Steven Edler – H. Edler’s son 
Neighbors in Spanish Village, Coldwater Creek  
B.J. White – A. Brixey’s friend 
Krista Westfall – A. Brixey’s friend 
London Wilson – Brixey’s nephew 
Stephanie & Michael Springwater – A. Brixey’s friends  
Lea Gross – C. Lay’s mother 
Janet Livingstone – B. Hanson’s friend  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINATION GIFT 
FOR JOY RIDGE 

On the Signup Table, there are 
envelopes marked “Joy Ridge 
Ordination Gift.” If you wish to 
contribute, please make your check 
out to JCPC and designate 
“Ordination Gift.”   
 

Gifts that have been purchased for 
Joy include her own robe and books 
that will be helpful to her in 
ministry. These gifts will be 
presented to Joy on the occasion of 
her ordination.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

REV. JANET RILEY 
TEMPORARY SUPPLY PASTOR 

 

Email: 
janetlriley@yahoo.com 

 

Phone:  
618-610-7946 

 

 

 
 

To share a prayer 
request, contact  

Marion Elliott  
314-739-5372 

 


