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DECEMBER 5, 2021    10:30AM 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

OPENING PRAISE SONG     The First Noel  
 

CANDLE LIGHTING       The Brixey Family      
We all want to feel at home 
At ease, at home, at peace 
But who decides who’s worthy to join us? 
On the guest list, invited in, welcomed 
What would it mean to open up... 
Our homes, our hearts, our church? 
This Advent we can make a space for all in God’s Kingdom. 
We light the candle of peace.  
 

OPENING PRAYER  
See, you come, Clarifier of our hearts,  
   playing salvation’s love song  
      on a baritone sax;  
   preparing the way for grace  
      to transform our souls;  
   holding us in Your heart  
      when we lose our way.  



See, you come, Tender Mercy,  
   filling in poverty’s potholes  
      with grace’s riches;  
   tearing down cruelty-capped  
      oppression;  
   straightening out the winding paths  
      we make the needy walk;  
   soothing the lonely nights  
      of rough sleepers.  
  
See, you come, Eyes of grace,  
   so in seeing the suffering around us,  
      we might share mercy;  
   in observing the struggles of others,  
      we might give offerings of justice;  
   in noticing the silence of leaders,  
      we would cry out for hope.  
  
See, you come, God in Community, Holy in One,  
so we might be your people of grace and justice,  
even as we pray as we are taught, saying,  
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

SONG       How Many Kings?     
    

CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
We may appear pure and blameless to others, but we know the mistakes we have made with our words, our 
thoughts, and our actions.  But God promises not only to save us from our enemies, sin and death, but from 
ourselves as well.  Join me as we offer our confessing words to the One who will make us new once more.  
 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
You witness the sorts of lives we lead, Approaching God.  Asked to share the gospel of hope, we place it on 
our to-do list instead.  Given the chance to cry out for justice for others, we fall strangely silent.  Invited to 
pray with joy in every moment, we prefer to grumble about every insignificant thing in our lives.  
 
Have mercy on us, God of grace, and prepare our hearts for your forgiveness to have its way in them.  Fill us 
with your hope so we might lighten the shadows of others.  Help us to join the choirs of children in singing of 
your joy.  Transform us with that tender mercy who is our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
Silence is kept.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: God is our witness.  We have spoken of our lives and been forgiven of every mistake we have made, every 
hurt we have caused.  
 
P: We are held in God’s heart, not only on this day, but all the days of our lives.  Thanks be to God, we are 
forgiven!  Amen.  



PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION  
 
COMMUNITY SHARING  
 
MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP    Paul Doty  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS     Isaiah 53:1-5, Matthew 5:43-48 
Isaiah 53:1-5 
1Who has believed our message 
    and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
    and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
 

4 Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 
 
Matthew 5:43-48 
43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you 
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you 
greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 
SERMON      Home Away from Home: Worthy of Welcome 
       Rev. Kathleen Henrion  

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

 



*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
See, you come in this holy season with the simple gift of life itself.  See, you invite us to share from the 
abundance of our lives, so others might be filled with life, with hope, with love, and with grace.  Bless these 
gifts we offer to you, so they may be used to share the gospel of wholeness and welcome for all.   
Amen. 

 
*DOXOLOGY 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
L: May the God of every mercy be with you.  
P: May you be filled with the tenderness of our God.  
L: Lift up your hearts to the One who looks with grace upon us.  
P: Confident of God’s love, we open our hearts to the One who comes to us.  
L: Sing glad songs of praise in this moment.  
P: We join our sisters and brothers in joyful thanksgiving.  
  
Chaos could not endure the day  
of creation’s coming, Ingenuous God,  
and so gave way to your gifts  
   of snowflakes gently melting on our eyelashes,  
   of golden clouds awakening our mornings,  
   of children singing carols in bathtubs.  
These joys, and so many more  
were given to those shaped in your image,  
   but we heard the voices of temptation  
   crying out and foolishly followed.  
You called women and men (and even  
children) to remind us of your promised mercy,  
   but we refused to see  
   sin and death as our foes.  
So you sent your heart’s Delight  
to us, Jesus, preparing the way  
for your redemption to come to us.  
  
With those who long for hope,  
with those who cry out for justice,  
we lift our joy to you:  

  
P: Holy, holy, holy are you, Melter of our frozen hearts.  
   All creation waits for your Advent once again.  
   Hosanna in the highest!  
  
   Blessed is the Dawn from on high.  
   Hosanna in the highest!  

  



You alone are holy, God of our hopes,  
and Jesus is your glory made flesh.  
He came with tender mercy in his hands,  
   to shatter our hardened hearts.  
He came to transform fuller’s soap  
   into the waters of baptism.  
He came to shine a bright light in death’s eyes,  
   stunning it into submission  
   to resurrection’s love.  
  
As we draw ever closer to Bethlehem,  
as we prepare to journey with Jesus from birth to new life,  
we declare that mystery we know as faith:  
  
P: Christ died, preparing the way for salvation;  
   Christ was raised through the baptism of the resurrection;  
   Christ will come, Dawn from on high of every time and place.  
  
As Your people gather at Your Table,  
pour out Your Spirit on us  
and on these gifts of joy and wonder.  
Though broken, the Bread makes us strong enough  
   to not only cry out for justice,  
      but to sacrifice for it;  
   to not only notice the poor,  
      but to discover what they have to teach us.  
Poured out, the hope of the Cup  
can flow through us,  
   to feed the hungry,  
   to be reconciled to those we fear,  
   to welcome all cast aside by the world.  
 You will look on us with grace  
at the end of all time,  
gathering us with our sisters and brothers  
around the Table of life eternal,  
where we will forever sing our praises to you,  
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.  
  

*CLOSING SONG      Christmas Blessing Song  

 
*SENDING  
L: God is sending you to be messengers of this holy season.  
P: We will go to share God’s grace in the shadowed places of our world.  
L: Jesus is sending you to be messengers of his gospel.  
P: We will go to share the good news of justice in every way we treat each person.  
L: The Spirit is sending you to be messengers of peace.  
P: We will go to share the gifts of hope and reconciliation which have been placed in our hearts. 
 



______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand if able. 
BOLD signifies unison participation                      
Liturgist: Lisa Schoonover  
 

Some prayers and liturgical texts for worship are provided by: (c) Thom M. Shuman 
https://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.com   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

THE GOLDTIMERS 
The Goldtimers will meet for a Christmas Party and Luncheon on Friday, December 10 at the Sports Café, 3579 
Pennridge Drive in Bridgeton. Please bring a wrapped gift to exchange in the $20-$25 price range. Everyone is 
welcome! There is a signup sheet to let us know how many plan to attend.  

 
COMMUNITY HELPING MINISTRY (CHM) 

A truckload, 1500+ lbs of food was delivered to CHM. If you would like to help with the CHM holiday gift card 
distribution, please mail your check to: Community Helping Ministry | 3770 McKelvey Road | Bridgeton, 63044 

 
 
 

JCPC PRAYER LIST 
For prayer requests, please contact  

Marion Elliott: 314-739-5372. 

JCPC Family                      
Linda Payeur Mark Miller  
Kara Myers  Stuart & Robin Kinquist  
Cindy Lay Kathy Doty           
 
In a Care Facility 
Arlene Walters, Martha Williams 
 
Friends of Our JCPC Family 
Dani Cusumano, M. Kellar’s friend   
Abby, L. Schoonover’s friend 
Matt Hanson, B. Hanson’s son 
Debbie Barger, Messersmith’s friend  
Charles Townes, K. Van Buren’s dad 
Jim Buchanan, friend of the Barclays 
Cheryl, L. Schoonover’s friend 
Beverly, L. Schoonover’s cousin  
Charles Barnes, S. Tyler’s son-in-law 
Amelia Sanchez, S. Tyler’s great granddaughter  
Kelly Koch, H. Wolz’ uncle  
Chris Hanson, B. Hanson’s son 
Bill Gross & Marie, C. Lay’s father & stepmother  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Our JCPC member, Melissa Dill is in the 
production CINDERELLA, presented by DaySpring 
Dance.  This is a ballet production of the iconic 
fairytale, incorporating elements from both the 
Disney film and the traditional ballet. Students 
and professionals from around the St. Louis area 
have come together for a spectacular world 
premiere produced by DaySpring Arts & 
Education.  
 

Shows are: 
Friday, Dec. 10 at 7pm 
Saturday, Dec. 11 at 2pm and 7pm 
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 2pm 
 

Be sure to go and say hello to JCPC member, 
Peggy Dill who will be working concessions at 
CINDERELLA.   For tickets and more information, 
go to dayspringarts.org 

 

https://www.dayspringarts.org/season-of-events


 
 

HOME AWAY FROM HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
1) Bring an ornament from home (something that you won't be heartbroken if it gets lost or is broken, but that 
you can pick up after Christmas decorations get taken down) to decorate our tree and make us feel a bit more 
at home while we're between permanent homes. 
 
2) Blue Christmas Worship Service: A service of comfort and hope for those feeling not so merry this season 
due to loss, pain, or grief. All are welcome. More details to follow. 
 
3) Christmas Eve Worship: Join us at 11 pm for Lessons and Carols. 
 
4) Casual Christmas: On Sunday, December 26th at 10:30am come in your casual Christmas wear. Tacky 
Christmas sweaters, Christmas pajamas, and newly gifted clothing are all welcome! 
 

 

 


