
Welcome to  

 

Sunday, December 11th, 2022 

Third Sunday in Advent- Year A 

 

Lectionary Readings: 

Isaiah 35:1-10  

Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

PRELUDE        

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY SHARING                      Rick Kreitner 

 

OPENING SONG                 Praise Team 
“There is Joy in the Lord” 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                 Liturgist 
       

My soul magnifies the Lord;  

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  

The spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

God sends good news to the oppressed. 

Rejoice in the Lord; again, rejoice! 

Be gentle to all: the Lord is near.  

 

 

 

 Indicates to rise in body or in spirit 
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PRAISE SONG                             Praise Team 
“Grace Flows Down” 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY           Liturgist 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE OF JOY    Myers and Maerz Family 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,  
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
like a rose it shall blossom abundantly,  
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 
 
 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                        Liturgist 
 

A voice is crying out in the wilderness: 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.  

Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  

 

 UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
God of the future, 
you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. 
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, 
for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgement.  
We accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbors, 
abuse the earth, 
and refuse your justice and peace.  
 
In your mercy, forgive us.  
Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, 
and to seek things that will endure 
when Christ comes to judge the world.  
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 DECLARATION OF FORGIVINESS                         Rick Kreitner 

The wilderness will rejoice; the dry land will blossom. 

The people of God will return with joy and singing.  

 

In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 RESPONSE  
“Gloria Patri (Glory Be to the Father)” 

 

 

 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST             Rick Kreitner 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  

let us forgive one another.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

 

And also with you.  

 

CHOIR ANTHEM                   JCPC Adult Choir 
“Come to Set Us Free” 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                    Rick Kreitner 

Holy God, our hope and strength,  

by the power of your Spirit 

prepare the way in our hearts 

for the coming of your Word, 

so that we may see the glorious signs 

of your promise fulfilled; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                        Liturgist 
Isaiah 35:1-10 (NIV) 

Joy of the Redeemed 

35 The desert and the parched 
land will be glad; 
    the wilderness will rejoice and 
blossom. 
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into 
bloom; 
    it will rejoice greatly and shout 
for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon will be 
given to it, 
    the splendor of Carmel and 
Sharon; 
they will see the glory of 
the LORD, 
    the splendor of our God. 
3 Strengthen the feeble hands, 
    steady the knees that give way; 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, 
    “Be strong, do not fear; 
your God will come, 
    he will come with vengeance; 
with divine retribution 
    he will come to save you.” 
5 Then will the eyes of the blind 
be opened 
    and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a 
deer, 
    and the mute tongue shout for 
joy. 

Water will gush forth in the 
wilderness 
    and streams in the desert. 
7 The burning sand will become a 
pool, 
    the thirsty ground bubbling 
springs. 
In the haunts where jackals once 
lay, 
    grass and reeds and papyrus 
will grow. 
8 And a highway will be there; 
    it will be called the Way of 
Holiness; 
    it will be for those who walk on 
that Way. 
The unclean will not journey on 
it; 
    wicked fools will not go about 
on it. 
9 No lion will be there, 
    nor any ravenous beast; 
    they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk 
there, 
10     and those the LORD has 
rescued will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
    everlasting joy will crown their 
heads. 
Gladness and joy will overtake 
them, 
    and sorrow and sighing will 
flee away. 
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SECOND SCRIPTURE READING              Rick Kreitner  
Luke 1:46-55 (NIV) 

 

Mary’s Song 

46 And Mary said: 

“My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful 
    of the humble state of his 
servant. 
From now on all generations will 
call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me— 
    holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those 
who fear him, 
    from generation to generation. 

51 He has performed mighty 
deeds with his arm; 
    he has scattered those who are 
proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers 
from their thrones 
    but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with 
good things 
    but has sent the rich away 
empty. 
54 He has helped his servant 
Israel, 
    remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his 
descendants forever, 
    just as he promised our 
ancestors.” 

 

 
 

MESSAGE                 Rick Kreitner 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                           Rick Kreitner 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER         

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE         
#160: “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming”         
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INVITATION FOR THE OFFERING              Rick Kreitner 

Let us magnify the Lord, rejoicing in the one 
who scatters the proud, lifts up the lowly, 
and fills the hungry with good things.  
 

 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

 

DEDICATION FOR THE OFFERING 

We pray that with our gifts, as well as our lives, we will tell of those who are given 

voice, those who are put back on their feet, those who show us the way, and 

those who offer us grace and hope, as well.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

 

 DOXOLOGY 

     

 

 
 CLOSING SONG                  

#125: “Joy to the World” 

 
 

 

 CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                   Lisa Schoonover    
 

May the God of hope 
fill you with joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. Alleluia! 
 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 Indicates to rise in body or in spirit 

Liturgy from Book of Common Worship | Westminster John Knox Press © 2018  

Dedication for the Offering by Thom M. Shuman © 2022 
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JCPC Prayer List 
 

JCPC Family 

Cindy Lay    Allison Van Buren 
Kathy Doty   Koda Hook 
Elva Holder   Mary Smith    
Rev. Dr. John R. Shear  Bob Messersmith   
Kinquist Family  
 

Members in a Care Facility 

Arlene Walters 
 

Friends of Our JCPC Family 

 

Junia Thompson and Family- Missionaries in Indonesia  
Randy Gross- C. Lay brother 
Denise Kinquist- S. Kinquist sister 
Friend of Heather Wolz 
Carole Greer- Barclay’s neice 
Lois Smith- Myers neighbor  
Mark Kesner, K. Doty’s cousin  
Melanie Williams-Harvey, R. Kinquist sister 
Charles Barnes, S. Tyler’s son-in-law  
Amelia Sanchez, S. Tyler’s great granddaughter 
Kelly Koch, H. Wolz’ uncle  
Marie Gross, C. Lay’s stepmother 
Lola- H. Wolz niece 
Helen Mustell- S. Tyler sister 
Stephanie Rothe- K. Van Buren friend 
Mark Krogmeier- Jennifer Hardy’s father  
Bea Alkers, Lisa Schoonover’s friend  
 
 

 

 

For prayer requests and updates,  

please contact Marion Elliot at (314) 739-5372  

or email office@jcpchurch.org 
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Please submit announcements by Tuesday at 5:30 PM to jcpcovd@gmail.com 

mailto:jcpcovd@gmail.com
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2023 Per Capita: $32.00 | Per Capita Sunday: January 22, 2023 
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CHURCH CALENDAR and BIRTHDAYS 

December 2022 

 

December 11th – December 18th  

 

Sunday, December 11th    
 

 9:00 AM- Movie Discussion Group 

10:30 AM- Worship  

12:30 PM- Caroling at Room at the Inn and Life Care Center  

 

 

Monday, December 12th        

 7:00 PM- Boy Scouts Troop 766 

 

Tuesday, December 13th    

 

Wednesday, December 14th      

 

Thursday, December 15th  

 

Friday, December 16th  

 

Saturday, December 17th  
 
 
 
 
Sunday, December 18th  

    
9:00 AM- Movie Discussion Group 

10:30 AM- Worship  

 

 
 
 

 

December Birthdays: 

Wayne Myers  12/06 

Allison Van Buren 12/06 

Randy Clark  12/14 

Jennifer Hardy  12/17 

Lonnie Schoonover 12/19 

Lisa Schoonover  12/19 

Lisa Moore  12/23 

Herm Heberer  12/27 

Elva Holder  12/30 
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Welcome to John Calvin Presbyterian Church 
 

We are so glad you are here! 

• Please feel free to stop by our welcome area and get a nametag if you do 

not already have one. 

• Our worship and communion services are open to all. Please let us know if 

there is anything we can do to make your time with us more welcoming and 

comfortable. 

• Please see any of our greeters or ushers if you have any accessibility 

needs/requests.  

• Restrooms are located across the hall from the sanctuary entrance as well 

as in the fellowship area. Please see an usher if you need directions.  

•  Please feel free to join us for fellowship time following worship!  

 

For more information on John Calvin Presbyterian Church, please visit 

JCPChurch.org! 

 

Do you have a passion to serve? 
 

We are always in need of members and volunteers to help serve in various ways at John 
Calvin Presbyterian Church! If you feel called to serve, please contact the church office, or 

see any of the worship stewards, and we will be happy to connect you with the appropriate 
team! 

“There is one body, but many parts. But all parts make up one body.  
So it is with Christ.” 

-1 Corinthians 12:12- 
 

Thank you for your consideration! 

John Calvin Presbyterian Church | 12120 Bridgeton Square Dr. | Bridgeton, MO, 63044 | JCPChurch.org 


