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Sunday, March 26th, 2023 | 5th Sunday in the Season of Lent- Year A 

Lectionary Readings: Ezekiel 37:1-14 | Psalm 130 | Romans 8:6-11 | John 11:1-45 

 

Welcome- we are so glad you are here! 

  
 



 
 

Gathering for God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE                                   Steve Dill  

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY SHARING             

      

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         Liturgist 
      

Jesus said: I am the resurrection and the life. 

Those who believe in Christ will never die.  

The Lord makes a new covenant with us.  

We are God’s people; the Lord is our God.  

Keep pressing on toward the goal:  

the heavenly call of God in Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 

OPENING SONG                 Praise Team 
“Shout to the Lord”  

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                    Liturgist  

Almighty God, our redeemer, 

in our weakness we have failed 

to be your messengers of forgiveness and hope.  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit,  

that we may follow your commands 

and proclaim your reign of love; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 



 
 

PRAISE SONG                  Praise Team 
“Breathe” 

 

 

 CALL TO CONFESSION                               Liturgist 
 

We have been buried with Christ in baptism, 
in order that we might be raised to new life with him 
through faith in the power of God.  
 
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.  
 
 
 
 

 UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, 
we confess that we have tried to hide from you, 
for we have done wrong. 
We have lived for ourselves, 
and apart from you.  
We have turned from our neighbors, 
and refused to bear the burdens of others.  
We have ignored the pain of the world, 
and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
 
In your great mercy forgive our sins 
and free us from selfishness, 
that we may choose your will 
and obey your commandments; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 AFFIRMATION OF FORGIVINESS                    Rev. Jay Kanerva
     

If we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. 

Therefore, consider yourselves dead to sin 

and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

In the name of Jesus Christ , 

we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 RESPONSE  
“Gloria Patri”  

 

 

 

 

 PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST                      Liturgist 

Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  

let us forgive one another.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

 

And also with you.  

 

 

SPECIAL SOLO                            Barb Hanson  
“The Commission” 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                             Liturgist 

Guide us, O God,  

by your Word and Spirit,  

that in your light we may see light, 

in your truth find freedom,  

and in your will discover your peace;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                       Liturgist 
Psalm 130 (NIV) 

A song of ascents. 

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 
    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 
    for with the LORD is unfailing love 
    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 
    from all their sins. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

GOSPEL READING                    Rev. Jay Kanerva 
John 11:1-45 (NIV)  
 

The Death of Lazarus 

11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 
“Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more 
days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 
going back?” 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime 
will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they 
stumble, for they have no light.” 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles[b] from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:1-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26540a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011:1-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542b


 
 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.” 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” 
she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 
mourn there. 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 
has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 



 
 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 

 

                          
SERMON                      Rev. Jay Kanerva 
          
 

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE       Rev. Jay Kanerva 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE  #462: “Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us” (v. 1-3)  

 

INVITATION FOR THE OFFERING                              Liturgist 

Every generous act of giving 
is itself a gift from God above.  
Let us offer our lives and gifts to the Lord. 
 
 



 
 

 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING                   Rev. Jay Kanerva 

Blessed are you, God of all creation;  
through your goodness we have these gifts to share.  
Accept and use our offerings for your glory  
and for the service of your kingdom. Amen.  

 
 

 

 

 DOXOLOGY 

 

 

Sending 

 

 
 CLOSING SONG                Praise Team           

“Trust in You”  

 

 

 

 CHARGE                      Rev. Jay Kanerva 
 
 
 
 

 BENEDICTION                             Rev. Jay Kanerva 
 
 

 Indicates to rise in body or in spirit 

Some of the liturgy texts and prayers for this week’s service come from: 

Book of Common Worship | Westminster John Knox Press © 1993  

Book of Common Worship | Westminster John Knox Press © 2018  



 
 

JCPC Prayer List 

 

JCPC Family 

Cindy Lay   
Kathy Doty  
Elva Holder  
Brixey Family  

Mary Smith  
Bob Messersmith  
Kelley Maerz   
Kinquist Family  

Heather Wolz 
Kara Myers 
Shear/Havis Family 

 

 

Members in a Care Facility 

Arlene Walters 
 
 
 

Friends of Our JCPC Family 
 
Junia Thompson and Family- Missionaries 
in Indonesia  
Randy Gross- C. Lay brother 
Denise Kinquist- S. Kinquist sister 
Friend of Heather Wolz 
Lois Smith- Myers neighbor  
Mark Kesner, K. Doty’s cousin  
Melanie Williams-Harvey, R. Kinquist 
sister 
Charles Barnes, S. Tyler’s son-in-law  
Amelia Sanchez, S. Tyler’s great 
granddaughter 
Kelly Koch, H. Wolz’ uncle  
Marie Gross, C. Lay’s stepmother 

Lola- H. Wolz niece 
Mark Krogmeier- Jennifer Hardy’s father  
Rob Hanson- Barb Hanson’s son 
Bea Albers- Lisa Schoonover’s friend  
Arlene Turner- Mary Myers’ aunt 
Schaffer family 
Chad Grellner- friend of Ken and Mary 
Myers 
Laura Barnum- niece of Charles and Susan 
Barnum 
Rick Kraft- Mark Miller friend 
Kathie Sullivan- C. Lay friend  
Jerry Hahn- V. Messersmith brother -in-law 
Dr. Robert Miller- Mark Miller’s father  

John- Lisa Schoonover’s brother 
 
 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 

Allison Van Buren- released from doctor’s care and continues to improve. 
Stephanie Rothe- K. Van Buren friend 

 



Upcoming Events  

 
 

Passover Potluck  
Wednesday, April 5th | 6-8 PM 

 
Join us on Wednesday, April 5th starting at 

6 PM as we recognize the Passover holiday 

with a shared meal. All are welcome to join 

us as we share a meal and hear scripture 

from the Exodus story. Matt Miller will be 

preparing a salad, pasta dish, and 

unleavend bread- but we invite you to 

bring your own dishes to share as well. 

Please sign-up in the welcome area to 

indicate if you’ll join us and what you will 

bring. We look forward to seeing you as we 

recognize the Passover holiday.   

 

 

 

Good Friday  

Remembrance Service 
Friday, April 7th | Noon 

 
JCPC will hold a Good Friday 

remembrance service on Friday, April 7th at 

noon. This service will feature a time for 

collective prayer, scripture reading, and 

reflection as the Holy Week comes to a 

close and we recognize Jesus’ ultimate 

sacrifice. This service will be led by 

Commission Lay Pastor, Lisa Schoonover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday at JCPC 
Sunday, April 9th  

 
Join us on Easter Sunday, April 9th for a 

continental breakfast prior to our worship 

service at 10:30 AM. Then, following 

worship, our Nurture and Member Care 

committee will be hosting an all ages egg 

hunt! We hope you will join us!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Faith Formation 

JCPC/CHM Family Festival 
Saturday, April 29th 

 
On Saturday, April 29th JCPC and CHM will 

host a combined free Family Festival event 

for the community. We are looking for a 

variety of help with this event, and we are 

asking anyone who is available to help to 

join us in representing our community of 

faith!  

 

 

 
 

 

GOLDtimers at Hendels  
Friday, April 14th at 11:30 AM 

 
Join our Goldtimers group on Friday, April 

14th at 11:30 at Hendels (599 Rue St. 

Denise, Florissant, MO, 63031) for a time 

of food and fellowship. All are invited to 

join! If you are interested in joining our 

Goldtimers at Hendels, please sign-up in 

the welcome area. 

 

 

  

 

 

Living the Lectionary  

Bible Study 
Wednesdays | 6-7:30 PM  

 
We invite you to join us Wednesday 

evenings from 6-7:30 PM for our Living the 

Lectionary Bible Study. Each week we will 

explore how the upcoming lectionary texts 

speak to our daily lives and experiences as 

a people of faith. There is no preperation 

work necessary, and all are welcome to 

come and explore how these texts apply 

throughout our lives. Each month, on the 

last Wednesday, we gather at a local 

restaurant (Bridgeton Sports Café) for our 

Living the Lectionary ON TAP evenings 

(sign-up sheet available in welcome area). 

We invite you to join us in whatever way 

you feel most comfortable.  

 

 

 

Women’s Movie  

Discussion Group 
Sunday Mornings | 9 AM  

 
Join our Sunday morning women’s movie 

discussion group as they watch and discuss 

the film Apostasy. From February 12th to 

March 12th we will discuss this film that 

focuses on a tennage girls choice to leave 

her amish community. Women are invited 

to arrive at 9 AM for a time of fellowship 

before we begin watching the film. We hope 

to see you soon!  

 

 



 
 

Mission 

Community 

 

 

Community Helping Ministry 

Update 

 
CHM is asking for financial contributions 

during the March and April months as well 

as donations of cereal. Financial 

contributions can be made via CHM 

mailbox in church office and food 

contributions can be made in the 

welcome area. Please do not leave 

donated food in warehouse area.   

 

 

 

Worship at Life Care Center 

Our outreach committee is looking for 

volunteers who may be interested in 

helping lead worship at the Bridgeton Life 

Care center. We are currently planning to 

hold a service each month at their facility as 

a ministry to those who call the Life Care 

Center home. We are looking for a variety 

of help, and if you are interested, please 

reach out to Amy Brixey 

(bisskut27@gmail.com).  

  

 

 

Sunday Morning Help Needed 

We are looking for help with counting 

following Sunday morning worship and are 

looking for someone who can volunteer 

once or twice a month after worship. For 

additional details please contact Gil Elliott 

or the church office. Some computer 

experience requested.  

 

Game Sunday NEXT WEEK! 

Sunday, April 2nd 

Join us on the first Sunday of every month 

after worship for a time of fellowship and 

fun!  

Bring your favorite game to share with 

others, or feel free to show up and play a 

variety of games.   

We look forward to seeing you soon!  

 

 

Updated emails  

COMING SOON 

In the coming weeks we will begin 

implementing new email addresses for 

church staff and personnel through a grant 

with Microsoft. These emails will feature an 

@JCPChurch.org tag, and will allow for 

additional consistency and provide a more 

professional look for incoming and 

outgoing emails, and will also provide 

Office 365 access for JCPC planning and 

communication. Church email addresses 

for staff and personnel will be shared once 

they become available.  

 

 

mailto:bisskut27@gmail.com


 
 

The Soda Machine IS BACK!! 

A big thanks to Wayne Myers for restocking 

the soda machine and getting it back up 

and running! Cans of soda are now 

available for purchase for 75¢ in the 

warehouse area! 

 

 

Don’t Miss Out on our Weekly 

Update email! 

Don’t miss out on receiving our weekly 

update email each Friday. This email 

provides important updates regarding life 

at JCPC and links to sign up for a variety of 

opportunities. To sign up to receive this 

email, visit JCPChurch.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit announcements and 

information for weekly bulletin and website to 

Matt Miller (jcpcovd@gmail.com) no later 

than by the Tuesday of the desired week.  

mailto:jcpcovd@gmail.com


 

Get Involved this week! 

 

Monday 

7 PM | Boy Scouts Troop 766 

 

Wednesday 

6 PM | Living the Lectionary ON TAP 

 

Thursday 

6 PM | Adult Choir  

 

 

March Birthdays 

Steve Dill    03/02 

Stephen Hardy  03/04 

Virginia Smith   03/05 

Kim Van Buren   03/06 

Katherine Groff   03/11 

Heather Wolz  03/15 

Rob Messersmith 03/27 

Arlene Walters  03/27 

Kathy Baker  03/29 

Mark Miller  03/29 

Roy Farley   03/31 
  



 
 

Welcome to John Calvin Presbyterian Church 

 

We are so glad you are here! 

• Please feel free to stop by our welcome area and get a nametag if you do not already 

have one. 

• Our worship and communion services are open to all. Please let us know if there is 

anything we can do to make your time with us more welcoming and comfortable. 

• Please see any of our greeters or ushers if you have any accessibility needs/requests.  

• Restrooms are located across the hall from the sanctuary entrance as well as in the 

fellowship area. Please see an usher if you need directions.  

•  Please feel free to join us for fellowship time following worship!  

 

For more information on John Calvin Presbyterian Church, please visit JCPChurch.org! 

 

Do you have a passion to serve? 

 

We are always in need of members and volunteers to help serve in various ways at John Calvin 

Presbyterian Church! If you feel called to serve, please contact the church office, or see any of the 

worship stewards, and we will be happy to connect you with the appropriate team! 

“There is one body, but many parts. But all parts make up one body.  

So it is with Christ.” 

-1 Corinthians 12:12- 

 

Thank you for your consideration! 

John Calvin Presbyterian Church | 12120 Bridgeton Square Dr. | Bridgeton, MO, 63044 | JCPChurch.org 


