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Sunday, April 23rd, 2023 | Third Sunday of Easter- Year A 

Lectionary Readings: Acts 2:14a, 36-41 | Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 | 1 Peter 1:17-23 | Luke 24:13-35 

 

Welcome- we are so glad you are here! 

  
 



 
 

Gathering for God’s Word 

 

PRELUDE                                   Steve Dill 

 

 

WELCOME AND COMMUNITY SHARING                

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP                         Liturgist 
      

Call on the name of the Lord in praise;  

Make known God’s deeds among the nations!  

Sing to God with joyful songs;  

tell of God’s wonderful deeds! 

 

 

 

OPENING SONG                 Praise Team 
“Shout to the Lord”   

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                    Liturgist  

Almighty God,  

through your only Son you overcame death  

and opened to us the gate of everlasting life.  

Grant that we who celebrate our Lord’s resurrection,  

may, through the renewing power of your Spirit,  

arise from the death of sin to the life of righteousness;  

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 
 

 

PRAISE SONG                  Praise Team 
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)” 

 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION                        Liturgist 

The proof of God’s amazing love is this:  

While we were sinners Christ died for us.  

Because we have faith in him,  

we dare to approach God with confidence.  

In faith and penitence,  

let us confess our sin before God and one another.  

 

 

 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 

Merciful God,  

we confess that we have sinned against you  

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done,  

and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you  

with our whole heart and mind and strength.  

We have not loved  

our neighbors as ourselves.  

In your mercy forgive what we have been,  

help us amend what we are,  

and direct what we shall be,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your holy name. 

 

 

 



 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FORGIVINESS       Rev. Jay Kanerva 

The mercy of the Lord  

is from everlasting to everlasting.  

I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ,  

you are forgiven.  

May the God of mercy,  

who forgives you all your sins,  

strengthen you in all goodness,  

and by the power of the Holy Spirit  

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

RESPONSE  
“Gloria Patri” 

 

 

 



 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

Since God has forgiven us in Christ,  

let us forgive one another.  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

 

Special Solo                                                                              Shirley Kaczmarski 
“All Things New”  

 

 

Proclaiming God’s Word 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                             Liturgist 

Guide us, O God 

by your Word and Spirit, 

that in your light we may see light, 

in your truth find freedom, 

and in your will discover your peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING                       Liturgist 
Psalm 116:1-4a, 36-41 (NIV) 
 

1 I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; 
    he heard my cry for mercy. 
2 Because he turned his ear to me, 
    I will call on him as long as I live. 
3 The cords of death entangled me, 
    the anguish of the grave came over me; 
    I was overcome by distress and sorrow. 
4 Then I called on the name of the LORD: 
    “LORD, save me!” 



 
 

12 What shall I return to the LORD 
    for all his goodness to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the LORD. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
    in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the LORD 
    is the death of his faithful servants. 
16 Truly I am your servant, LORD; 
    I serve you just as my mother did; 
    you have freed me from my chains. 
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you 
    and call on the name of the LORD. 
18 I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
    in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the LORD— 
    in your midst, Jerusalem. 
Praise the LORD.  

 
 

 
GOSPEL READING                    Rev. Jay Kanerva 
Luke 24:13-35 (NIV) 
 

On the Road to Emmaus 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that 
had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus 
himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing 
him. 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 
happened there in these days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and 
deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him 
over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2024:13-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26005a


 
 

was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third 
day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went 
to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that 
they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did 
not see Jesus.” 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 
enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if 
he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 
evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and 
those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and 
has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and 
how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

 
 
                        
SERMON                                             Rev. Jay Kanerva 
        

 

 

Responding to God’s Word 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                   Rev. Jay Kanerva 
 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 



 
 

INVITATION FOR THE OFFERING                              Liturgist 

What shall we offer for all God’s goodness to us?  
Let us lift up the cup of salvation  
and call on the name of the Lord. 
 
 

OFFERING  

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE OFFERING                   Rev. Jay Kanerva 

 
 
 

 DOXOLOGY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Sending 
 

 
 CLOSING SONG                                                    Praise Team      

“Power of Your Love”    
 

 

 

 
 CHARGE                                                                     Rev. Jay Kanerva 

 
Whatever you do, in word or in deed,  
do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God through him.  
Thanks be to God!  
 
 

 
 BENEDICTION                                                                     Rev. Jay Kanerva 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you,  
may the Lord make her face to shine upon you  
and be gracious unto you. 
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you  
and may God grant you peace.  
Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some elements of the liturgy come from: 
Book of Common Worship | Westminster John Knox Press © 1993 
Book of Common Worship | Westminster John Knox Press © 2018 

Lectionary Litugies | Thomas Schuam © 2023 
 

CCLI Music License # 3131509 
CCLI Streaming License # 20831889 



 
 

JCPC Prayer List 

 

JCPC Family 

Cindy Lay   
Kathy Doty  
Elva Holder  
Brixey Family  

Mary Smith  
Bob Messersmith  
Kelley Maerz   
Kinquist Family  

Heather Wolz 
Kara Myers 
Donna Lindsey 

 

 

Members in a Care Facility 

Arlene Walters 
 
 
 

Friends of Our JCPC Family 
 
Junia Thompson and Family- Missionaries 
in Indonesia  
Denise Kinquist- S. Kinquist sister 
Friend of Heather Wolz 
Mark Kesner, K. Doty’s cousin  
Melanie Williams-Harvey, R. Kinquist 
sister 
Charles Barnes, S. Tyler’s son-in-law  
Amelia Sanchez, S. Tyler’s great 
granddaughter 
Kelly Koch, H. Wolz’ uncle  
Marie Gross, C. Lay’s stepmother 
Lola- H. Wolz niece 

Rob Hanson- Barb Hanson’s son 
Bea Albers- Lisa Schoonover’s friend  
Chad Grellner- friend of Ken and Mary 
Myers 
Laura Barnum- niece of Charles and Susan 
Barnum 
Rick Kraft- Mark Miller friend 
Jerry Hahn- V. Messersmith brother -in-law 
Norma Milisitch- H. Heberer & S. Tyler 
friend  
Jeanie Rhodes- Audrey Hahn’s daughter 
friend 
Steve- Van Buren friend

John- Lisa Schoonover’s brother 
 
 
 

Joys and Thanksgiving 
 

Lois Smith- Myers neighbor  
Arlene Turner- Mary Myers’ aunt 
 
 

 



Upcoming Events Faith Formation  

 
 

JCPC/CHM Family Festival 
Saturday, April 29th 

 
On Saturday, April 29th JCPC and CHM will 

host a combined free Family Festival event 

for the Bridgeton and Maryland Heights 

community. We are looking for a variety of 

help with this event, and we are asking 

anyone who is available to help to join us in 

representing our community of faith!  

 

If you are interested in helping with this 

event, please sign up in the fellowship area 

or contact Amy Brixey or the church office. 

There will be a planning meeting 

following worship on Sunday, April 

23rd.  

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Living the Lectionary  

Bible Study 
Wednesdays | 6-7:30 PM  

 
We invite you to join us Wednesday 

evenings from 6-7:30 PM for our Living the 

Lectionary Bible Study. Each week we will 

explore how the upcoming lectionary texts 

speak to our daily lives and experiences as 

a people of faith. There is no preperation 

work necessary, and all are welcome to 

come and explore how these texts apply 

throughout our lives. Each month, on the 

last Wednesday, we gather at a local 

restaurant (Bridgeton Sports Café) for our 

Living the Lectionary ON TAP evenings 

(sign-up sheet available in welcome area). 

We invite you to join us in whatever way 

you feel most comfortable.  

 

 

 

Women’s Movie  

Discussion Group 
Sunday Mornings | 9 AM  

 
Join our Sunday morning women’s movie 

discussion group as they watch and discuss 

the film Yentl from April 16th  to May 14th. 

Women are invited to arrive at 9 AM for a 

time of fellowship before we begin 

watching the film. We hope to see you soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Mission 

Community 

 

 

Community Helping Ministry 

 

  
 

CHM is asking for financial contributions 

during the March and April months as well 

as donations of cereal. Financial 

contributions can be made via CHM 

mailbox in church office and food 

contributions can be made in the 

welcome area. Please do not leave 

donated food in warehouse area.   

 

TOTAL CONTACTS MADE WITH 
FAMILIES:  178 (includes Easter) 

Families Receiving Assistance in Office: 
59 (includes Easter) 

INDIVIDUALS IN FAMILIES 
RECEIVING ASSISTANCE: 174 
(includes Easter) 

NEW FAMILIES REQUESTING 
ASSISTANCE: 5 

TOTAL VALUE OF IN-KIND 
SERVICES: $5205.50 

 

Are you or your family in need of 
food or any other kind of assistance? 

Please contact Liza Browning at 
 (314) 770-2216 or email 
communityhelpingministry@yahoo.com.  

 Worship at Life Care Center 

Our outreach committee is looking for 

volunteers who may be interested in 

helping lead worship at the Bridgeton Life 

Care center. We are currently planning to 

hold a service each month at their facility as 

a ministry to those who call the Life Care 

Center home. We are looking for a variety 

of help, and if you are interested, please 

reach out to Amy Brixey 

(bisskut27@gmail.com).  

 

  

 

 

Sunday Morning Help Needed 

We are looking for help with counting 

following Sunday morning worship and are 

looking for someone who can volunteer 

once or twice a month after worship. For 

additional details please contact Gil Elliott 

or the church office. Some computer 

experience requested.  

 

Don’t Miss Out on our Weekly 

Update email! 

Don’t miss out on receiving our weekly 

update email each Friday. This email 

provides important updates regarding life 

at JCPC and links to sign up for a variety of 

opportunities. To sign up to receive this 

email, visit JCPChurch.org. 

mailto:communityhelpingministry@yahoo.com
mailto:bisskut27@gmail.com


 
 

Aaron Wolz 

Upcoming Performances! 

 

Sunday, May 7th- Meramac Community 

College Theatre  

 

Sunday, May 14th- Powell Hall- St. Louis 

Symphony Youth Orchestra  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit announcements and 

information for weekly bulletin and website to 

Matt Miller (jcpcovd@gmail.com) no later 

than by the Tuesday of the desired week.  

mailto:jcpcovd@gmail.com


 
 

Presbytery Events and 

Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Get Involved this week! 

 

Monday 

7 PM | Boy Scouts Troop 766 

 

Wednesday 

6 PM | Living the Lectionary Bible Study 

 ON TAP at Bridgeton Sports Café  

 

Thursday 

6 PM | Adult Choir  

 

Saturday 

11 AM – 2 PM | Family Festival  

 

 

 

April Birthdays 

Lori Calvin   04/11 

Melissa Dill  04/14 

Kelly Maerz  04/17 

Robin Kinquist  04/20 

Kara Myers   04/21 

 

 
  



Welcome to John Calvin Presbyterian Church 

 

We are so glad you are here! 

• Please feel free to stop by our welcome area and get a nametag if you do 
not already have one. 

• Our worship and communion services are open to all. Please let us 
know if there is anything we can do to make your time with us more 
welcoming and comfortable. 

• Please see any of our greeters or ushers if you have any accessibility 
needs/requests.  

• Restrooms are located across the hall from the sanctuary entrance as 
well as in the fellowship area. Please see an usher if you need 
directions.  

•  Please feel free to join us for fellowship time following worship!  

 

For more information on John Calvin Presbyterian Church, please visit 
JCPChurch.org! 

 

Do you have a passion to serve? 
 

We are always in need of members and volunteers to help serve in various ways at 
John Calvin Presbyterian Church! If you feel called to serve, please contact the 

church office, or see any of the worship stewards, and we will be happy to connect 
you with the appropriate team! 

“There is one body, but many parts. But all parts make up one body.  
So it is with Christ.” 

-1 Corinthians 12:12- 
 

Thank you for your consideration! 

John Calvin Presbyterian Church | 12120 Bridgeton Square Dr. | Bridgeton, MO, 63044 | JCPChurch.org 


